CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method of updating a plurality of applications 
located on a first electronic device over a communication 
network including a second electronic device and third 
electronic device, comprising the steps of: 

a) automatically establishing communication between 
said second and third electronic devices, said third 
electronic device supporting a first application from said 
plurality of applications; 

b) automatically determining if said third electronic 
device has a newer version of said first application than the 
version of said first application located on said first 
electronic device; 

c) automatically sending to said second electronic 
device said newer version of said first application if said 
third electronic device has said newer version; and 

d) automatically storing said newer version of said 
first application on said first electronic device when 
synchronizing said first electronic device with said second 
electronic device, wherein first electronic device is coupled 
to said second electronic device for synchronization. 
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2. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said 
first electronic device comprises a palm sized computer 
system. 

3. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said 
second electronic device comprises a host computer system. 

4. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein step d) 
comprises the further step of docking said first electronic 
device to a cradle, said cradle coupled to said second 
electronic device. 

5. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said 
third electronic device dynamically creates said newer 
version of said first application. 

6. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said 
third electronic device comprises at least one of the 
following devices: 

a remote server computer system, 

a remote computer system, 

said second electronic device, and 

a computer directly coupled to said second device. 

7. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said 
first application comprises a web clipping application. 
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8. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said 
newer version is personalized to a user of said first 
electronic device. 

9. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein a conduit 
program associated with said first application, directs steps 
a) , b) , c) f and d) . 

10. A method as described in Claim 9, wherein said 
conduit program is activated by synchronizing said first 
electronic device with said second electronic device, wherein 
steps a), b) , c) , and d) occur during the synchronization of 
said first and second electronic devices. 

11. A method as described in Claim 1, wherein steps 
a) , b) , and c) occur before synchronizing said first 
electronic device with said second electronic device. 

12. A method of creating a personalized and up-to-date 
application over a communication network comprising the steps 
of: 

a) receiving at a third electronic device from a 
second electronic device over said communication network a 
request for a newer version of a web clipping application, 
said request resulting from synchronizing said second 
electronic device with a first electronic device and 
determining that said third electronic device has said newer 
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version than the version of said web clipping application 
located on said first electronic device, said first 
electronic device coupled to said second electronic device; 

b) identifying a user associated with said first 
electronic device ; 

c) accessing information particular to said user; 

d) dynamically creating an up-to-date web clipping 
application that is personalized to said user using said 
information; and 

e) sending said personalized and up-to-date web 
clipping application to said second electronic device, 

13. A method as described in Claim 12, wherein said 
third electronic device creates said personalized and up-to- 
date web clipping application, said third electronic device 
comprising at least one of the following: 

a server computer system; 

a computer directly coupled to said second electronic 
device; and 

said second electronic device. 

14. A method as described in Claim 12, wherein said 
first electronic device comprises a palm-sized computer 
system, 

15. A method as described in Claim 12, wherein said 
second electronic device comprises a host computer system. 
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16. A method as described in Claim 12, wherein a 
conduit program associated with said web clipping application 
that is activated when synchronizing said first electronic 
device with said second electronic device comprises the 
following steps of: 

determining if said third electronic device has said 

newer versions- 
sending said request to said third electronic devices- 
sending user identification information to said third 

electronic device, said user associated with said first 

electronic device; and 

storing said personalized and up-to-date web clipping 

application on said first electronic device. 

17. A system comprising a first electronic device 
containing a plurality of applications, a second electronic 
device coupled to a communication network, said second 
electronic device including a processor, a memory unit, and a_ 
display screen wherein said memory contains instructions that 
when executed implement of method of updating said plurality 
of applications, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) automatically establishing communication with a 
third electronic device coupled to said communication network 
that supports a first application from said plurality of 
applications; 
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b) automatically determining if said third electronic 
device has a newer version of said first application than the 
version of said first application located on said first 
electronic device; 

c) automatically sending to said second electronic 
device said newer version of said first application if said 
third electronic device has said newer version; and 

d) automatically storing said newer version of said 
first application on said first electronic device when 
synchronizing said first electronic device with said second 
electronic device, wherein first electronic device is coupled 
to said second electronic device for synchronization. 

18. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein said 
first electronic device comprises a palm sized computer 
system. 

19. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein said 
second electronic device comprises a host computer system. _ ^ 

20. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein the 
step of coupling comprises the further step of docking said 
first electronic device to a cradle, said cradle coupled to 
said second electronic device. 
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21. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein said 
third electronic device dynamically creates said newer 
version of said first application. 

22. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein said 
third electronic device comprises at least one of the 
following devices: 

a remote server computer system, 

a remote computer system, 

said second electronic device, and 

a computer directly coupled to said second device. 

23. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein said 
first application comprises a web clipping application. 

24. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein said 
newer version is personalized to a user of said first 
electronic device. 

25. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein a 
conduit program associated with said first application, 
controls steps a) , b) , c) , and d) . 

26. A method as described in Claim 25, wherein said 
conduit program is activated by synchronizing said first 
electronic device with said second electronic device, wherein 
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steps a), b) , c) , and d) occur during the synchronization of 
said first and second electronic devices. 

27. A system as described in Claim 17, wherein steps 
a) , b) , and c) occur before synchronizing said first 
electronic device with said second electronic device. 
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